AFTER   EVEREST
psychologist, that if one were to do the same to the Indiar
mind one would find that it, too, is fundamentally the same
as ours. The differences of environment, climate, and
religion, and all sorts of other things, have made a superficial -
but very real covering over the mind that is inside—a cover-
ing that is sometimes hard to penetrate, and is often difficult
to distinguish from the deep qualities of the true Indian
mind. Yet I am convinced that the Indian has the same
potentialities as anyone else, and responds to trust and
generosity—and unfriendliness and superiority, too—just
like anyone else would do.
The differences, however, between the Indians and our-
selves are sometimes very amusing to us, as no doubt our
queer ways often seem comic to them. The most striking
difference in the social life of India from that of other'
nations is, of course, caste. Every nation has some sort of
social order, although such people as the Finns and Swedes
are singularly free from it. In England it is rather bad.
If a Baron marries his kitchen-maid, the papers sit up
and take notice. Striking differences exist between, for
instance, the ranks of charwomen. In some places, especi-
ally in Scotland where the old clan system holds yet in a '
certain measure, you are considered beyond the pale if
you marry " out of the place." We have our front and
back doors, and some of us expect certain others of us to
call us "sir." So let us not throw stones at the idea of
caste—we have got it ourselves. But there is a great and
fundamental difference.
In India, caste is bound up with the religion of the coun-
try, and is absolutely rigid and inflexible. It is impossible
for an out caste ever to become a caste man, or for a " low "-
caste Sudra to become a " high "-caste Brahmin. In strict *
Indian society, intermarriage of castes is completely for-
bidden. There is an awful fatality—a sinister thing some-
times—about the way in which everyone's future is entirely
settled for them at birth. If you are the son of an untouch-
able, you are untouchable—and that's that. There is no
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